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Context

• Hostile environment
• Increased use of violence at the frontiers
• Criminalisation of both migrants and organisations providing aid
• Hindered access to health care
• Poor reception conditions
• Deterrence policies
• Externalisation of migration 
• …



MSF 
operation in 

Europe



Health needs of migrants

• Same health needs of the overall populations  PLUS
• Consequences of continuous exposition to violence ( phisical + mental 

health )
• Consequences of the journey ( trench foot, hypothermia…)
• Consequences of poor living conditions ( scabies…)
• Consequences of poor access to health care ( vaccine preventable 

diseases, deterioration of non communicable chroninic diseases…)



MSF MIGRATION model

Short transit

Q1. What is the context 

of migration?

Closed 

Q2. What setting are the 

migrants in?

Long transit

Urban/informalDestination

Formal 

IntegratedReturn



Services provided

• Primary health care

• Mental health care

• Sexual and reproductive health care

• Comprehensive multidisciplinary care for 
violence survivors

• Intercultural mediation

• Health promotion

• Emergency medical assistance

…

• Some figures from 2023 ( till November):

• 24.342 primary health care 
consultations

• 1601  sexual and reproductive 
health care consultations

• 450 emergency medical 
assistance interventions performed



Bearing witness and advocacy



Arriving to Europe is not the end 
of the journey, rather the start 

of another painful one



Thank you
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